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‘Balloons Took |
CIA Manuals

To N icaragua |

- Scaring Regime
- Was Apparent Aim

Associated Press
The CIA distributed some of its

controversial _ Nica an__rebel
manua!s earEer uEFE_; §ear gz attaﬁ-
. Ing them to oons an oating
* them nto the st-ruled country,
administration a congressional

- officials said yesterday.

The officials, who insisted on an-

. onymity, said the CIA’s apparent !
© purpose was to scare Nlcaraxu__g_ s |
- Sandinista government creating
. the impression that the Ub.g.-ﬁad |
* iNSUrgency was a _more serious
‘ m%'fﬁa_n'iﬁ was,

» __But the officials said the program
: was_terminated after fewer &an

* 100 manuals were sent aloft from

Honduras in March because funds

? for the covert operation were be-
> coming increasingly scarce. They
" also said the balloon action had no
. discernible effect on the Nicaraguan
- government.

The 90-page, Spanish-language

. manual, entitled “Psychological Op-
_erations in Guerrilla War,” sug-
~ gested “selective use of violence” to

“neutralize” Nicaraguan officials,

© creating “martyrs” for the cause

and coercing Nicaraguans into car-
rying out rebel assignments.
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The House Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence con-
cluded Wednesday that the CIA's
production of the manual violated a
1982 law bharring efforts to over-
throw the Nicaraguan government,

hut it blamed the manual on “neg- |
ligence, not intent to violate the |

law.”

About 2,000 copies, printed in
Honduras, were distributed to sol-
diers of the Nicaraguan Democratic
Force, the largest CIA-backed rebel
force, a year ago. But the ones at-

- tached to the balloons were part of

a 3,000-book edition printed at CIA
headquarters in Langley, Va., an
were_coated with plastic to make
them water-resistant, the officials
said.

One member of the House intel-

ligence committee sai officials
informed The panel that toys were

also included in _the packages car-
rying the manuals. He added that
committee members expressed dis-
belief and amusement upon learning
of the balloon action.

Another official said the CIA used
specially designed balloons capable
of carrying objects as heavy as the
manuai. ﬁe said similar E;ﬂoons
were used by the CIA in propagan-
da operations against the commu-

nist government of Czechoslovalua ,

in the 1950s.

The officials could not explain
how the manual, which was written
as a lesson book for soldiers on psy-

chological warfare, would be useful
to Nicaraguan peasants who might ‘

find them after they land.

One official suggested that “it
was meant to scare” the Sandinis-
tas.
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